
BPE GOALS

1. Promote a safe learning

environment. State of
2. Evaluate the Eoard's accreditation

standards to ensure they are

contemporary and effective to

improve quality education for all

Montana students.

Foster qualityteachinS and

administration.

Prepare all Montana students for

worlq post-secondary educa6on,

and civic life.

Exercise the Soard's

constitutional and statutory

authority to improve schools.

RecoSnire and fulfillthe Board's

statutory obligation to the

Montana Schoolfor the Deaf and

Blind.

Montona

Boord of Public
Education

a-, Working to supervise, serve, mointoin, ond
strengthen Montono's system of free,
qudlity, public elementory ond secondory
schools.
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Board of Public Education

46 N Last Chance Gulch, Suite 2B
PO Box 200601
Helena, MT 59620-0501

Phone:406-444-6576
Faxt 406-444-0847
Email: bpe@mt.gov
Website: www.bpe.mLgov

Executive Director: Peter Donovan
Phone: 406-444-0300
Email: pdonovan@mt.gov
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Board of Public
Education Overview

The Board of Public Educaton is a seven

member, Sovernor appointed board exercising

general supervision over the K_12 public

educatron system and i5 established by Article

x, sechon 9 ofthe Montana constitution. The

Board meets six times each year to conduct

business as the goard oI Public Education, and

twotmes each yearwith the Montana goard

of ReSents as the Board of Education.

Duties prescribed by law include, birt are not

limited to:

1. Adoptallstandardsof accreditation
includinS:

. Content and performance standards and

learninS benchmarks

. Generalaccreditationstandards

includinE:

'Deftnitions
tvariances to Standards
*School improvement plans

tAssurance and performance standards

'Sahool climate

'Distance learning
*Student assessment

'Uniform system of teacher,

administratoa, and specialist licensure

'Standards for post-secondary

schools ol teacher PreParahon

Efiect an orderly and uniform system for

teacher, administrator, and specialist licensure

consider the suspension, denial, or revocation

of educator liaenses

Conduct hearinSs on appea I of ed ucator

license denial

Material and non_performance issues

Establish the accreditation status ofevery

accredited school in Montana

4. orderthe distribution ofthe base aid

Adopt rulesfor student assessment in allpublic

schools

Adopt policies for the conduct ofspecial

education and 8ifted and talented proSrams

Adopt and enlorce policies to provide uniform

standards and regulations for schoolbutes

7.

8. Serve as the schoolboard ofthe Montana

Schoolfor the Deaf and Blind

€stablish crlteria for teachers receivintthe

Quality Educatot Loan Assistance

State of Montana
Board of Public

Education Members:

Do rlene Schottle, cho i r P erson

BigforN MT

Tommy Locql, vice chairqerson

creat Falls, MT

Anne Keith
Bozeman, MT

Mary lo Bremner
Browning, MT

Madolyn Quinlon
Heleno, MT

Jesse Barnhart
Broodus, MT

Scott Stearns

Missoula, MT

Poris Becker, student represen totive

Fairfield, MT

Ex Ofrcio Members:

0 Governor Steve Bullock

Elsie Arntzen, Superintendent of Public

Instruction

Cloyton Christion, Commissioner of Higher

Education
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